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1. Introduction

The planning system plays an important rele in
modern socety by helping to protect the
ervironment in our towrs and cities and in the
countryside, Flanning regulations have to cover many
different stuations and ewven the provsions which
affect the averape houssholder are quite detailed. This
boalkdet gives a simplified puide to those aspects of
the planning system which you are most lilkely to
encourter Howsver, it is not the law, nor does it
claim to be an autharitative interpretation of the lw

The g=neral planning principles and the procedures
for malirg a planning application described in this
booldet apply equally to owners of houses and to
freeholders or leas=holders of flats and maiscnettes.
Howewver the rules that say when you need to apply
for planning permissicn will differ according to
whether you own a houze or a flatmaisonette,

The differert rules are described in Chapter 4.
ou will s=e that flats and maisonet=s have feae=r
rights than houses.

Farliament has given the main responzibility for
planning to local planning authorities. [f you have any
queries about a particular case, the first thing to do is
to ask the planning department of your local council.
You may also be able 1o find out more about planning
laww in your local library and a great deal of planning
puidance is now accessible on the imternet.

Flanning permission its=lf does not give anyone the
right o do arything on someone else's land. If planning
permissicn has been grarted to your neighbour, for
instance, you may still be able to take your own l=gal
action to defend any private nghts you or your
proparty may have. If you are concerred about a

lepal problem, the local Ciizers Advce Bureau or a
solicitor may be able to help.

Conzert required under the Bullding Regulations i=
a quite separate matter from planning permission.
A free explanatory boaoldet is svailable. There s a list
of useful publications at the end of this Guide.






